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CORRECTION: The title of Patrick Allitt’s seminar has changed to “The Transformation of
American Conservatism, 1955-2001.” The time and date remain the same. A previous version of
this release listed an old title for the seminar.
March 20, 2007
Contact: Richard Drake, history professor and lecture series organizer, 243-2981,
richard.drake@umontana.edu.
UM LECTURE EXAMINES NATION’S EDUCATION CRISIS
MISSOULA—
Patrick AUitt, director of the Center for Teaching and Curriculum at Emory University
in Atlanta, will give the next installment of the President’s Lecture Series at The University of
Montana.
Allitt will present “The Crisis of Education in America” at 8 p.m. Monday, April 9, in
the University Theatre.
Earlier that day from 3:10 to 4:30 p.m., Allitt will give a seminar titled “The Joys and
Sorrows of College Teaching” in Gallagher Business Building Room 123.
Both events, presented in conjunction with UM’s Center for Teaching Excellence, are
free and open to the public.
Allitt’s lecture will address questions about the nation’s contemporary educational
system. Why does higher education cost so much? Why do so many children still drop out of
high school? Why don’t American children score as well on tests as kids in Japan, New
Zealand and Sweden? Why has middle-class children’s quest for college admission turned into
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The experience should offer Knowles a new set of challenges in a volatile and dynamic
region, not least of which is that Arabic is the native language.
“I don’t know Arabic,” he said. “But there are a lot of English speakers, and I would
be teaching in English.”
Another of the challenges Knowles foresees is the unrest in the region and the ire that
America draws from many of its residents.
“This is not a great time in that part of the world to be an American trying to
accomplish something,” he said. “That’s just the way the world is right now, and that’s too
bad.”
But the challenges also present opportunities, and Knowles said he has been thinking of
teaching internationally for some time.
“I think there’s still room for some basic journalism education.” He said. “Now’s my
chance.”
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